
“He	Makes	All	Things	Beautiful”	/	July	31,	2016	

 
Key: Green is “On the Screen”. Yellow is “Video”. Aqua is “Special Emphasis”. 

______________________________________________________________________ 
©Dan Lewiston 2016 

Good Morning…Welcome… 
 

Title Slide: He Makes All Things Beautiful 

07/31/16 
 

Jer. 1:17, ““Get up and prepare for action. Go out and tell them everything I tell you to 
say. Do not be afraid of them, or I will make you look foolish in front of them. 
 
"It is pretty clear that God was doing something in both Ninevah and inside Jonah. The 
problem was that Jonah only saw Ninevah!" 

 
If you have ever read the story of Jonah and Ninevah, and wondered what the meaning is 
all about… You have probably walked away with a few different concepts… 

 
Don’t run from God if you don’t like fish! 

 

Don’t try and justify your agenda, because God will dump you overboard! 
 

Your anger will lead you to die of heat exhaustion! 
 

If you don’t care about what God cares about, you will get the worm! 
 

All of these are right in and of there on way! 
 

But this morning I want to give you one more takeaway…in the form of a hashtag… 
 
#whalevomitequalsIamabouttobeused   -    # Whale Vomit = I’m about to be used! 

 
Video – The Value of Whale Vomit 
 
When you get “honked” from the belly of a whale, you become a beautiful fregrence! 

• Getting honked is a process. 
 

This morning I want to give you the process for beauty as found through the journey of 
Jonah and his trip in the belly of the whale. As we look at the process of beauty, we have 
to first define what beauty really is. To do that we need to read a verse, before we venture 
into Jonah’s radical “fishing” trip! 
 
Is. 52:7, “How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings good 
news, the good news of peace and salvation, the news that the God of Israel reigns!” 
 
Beautiful is the process of telling someone about Jesus Christ… 

• His Life and His Death 
• His Resurrection 
• His Love and Justice 
• His Hope and His Truth 



• His Eternal Plan! 
 

Now here is the process… Let’s read Jonah 3 together this morning… 
 
Jonah 3:1-10 –  Jonah Goes to Nineveh 

1 Then the LORD spoke to Jonah a second time: 2 “Get up and go to the great city of Nineveh, 
and deliver the message I have given you.” 

3 This time Jonah obeyed the LORD’s command and went to Nineveh, a city so large that it 
took three days to see it all. 4 On the day Jonah entered the city, he shouted to the crowds: 
“Forty days from now Nineveh will be destroyed!” 5 The people of Nineveh believed God’s 
message, and from the greatest to the least, they declared a fast and put on burlap to show 
their sorrow. 

6 When the king of Nineveh heard what Jonah was saying, he stepped down from his throne 
and took off his royal robes. He dressed himself in burlap and sat on a heap of ashes. 7 Then 
the king and his nobles sent this decree throughout the city: 

“No one, not even the animals from your herds and flocks, may eat or drink anything at all. 
8 People and animals alike must wear garments of mourning, and everyone must pray 
earnestly to God. They must turn from their evil ways and stop all their violence. 9 Who can 
tell? Perhaps even yet God will change his mind and hold back his fierce anger from 
destroying us.” 

10 When God saw what they had done and how they had put a stop to their evil ways, he 
changed his mind and did not carry out the destruction he had threatened. 
 
4 Steps in the process of Beauty… 
 

1. Direction for Jonah – God had to tell Jonah where He wanted Jonah to go. Vss. 1-3 

• Instead of going northeast toward Nineveh, Jonah boarded a ship and headed 
in a westerly direction to Tarshish (likely in Spain), but was overtaken by a 
severe storm. 

•  Why did Jonah disregard God’s command?  
� Jonah found it difficult and agonizing to take a message of 
repentance to an empire destined to destroy his own nation and people.  
� Out of patriotic zeal for his nation Israel, he fled in the opposite 

direction. He shuddered to consider the implications if Nineveh actually 
responded to his message: prolonging the life of a brutal, ruthless and 
bloodthirsty nation threatening the existence of God’s people. 

• What God sees as beauty, may not be what we see as beauty. 
• What God sees in us, may not be beauty, He probably wants to change our 

insides. 
 

2. Urgency for Ninevah – Ninevah only had 40 days to get things right, or God was 
going to destroy the entire city. Vs. 4 

 
3. Repentance of Sin – There was a very rapid response to the clarion call for 

repentance! Vss. 5-9 



• The Bible does not tell us, but could it be that people from the city witnessed 
the fish spewing Jonah onto dry land. Such an incident would certainly grab 
their attention and may explain their willingness to listen to Jonah’s warning 
message! 

 
4. Restoration of Life – God was not only moved, but He moved on the lives and hearts 

of the people of Ninevah! Vs. 10 
• Even though this was a temporary repentance by the people of that 

generation, but sufficient for God to spare the city at that time. Jonah needed 
to learn the biblical principle that God grants repentance to whom He will. 

 
Jonah 4 - Jonah’s Anger at the Lord’s Mercy 
 
1 This change of plans greatly upset Jonah, and he became very angry. 2 So he complained 
to the Lord about it: “Didn’t I say before I left home that you would do this, Lord? That is 
why I ran away to Tarshish! I knew that you are a merciful and compassionate God, slow 
to get angry and filled with unfailing love. You are eager to turn back from destroying 
people. 3 Just kill me now, Lord! I’d rather be dead than alive if what I predicted will not 
happen.” 
 
4 The Lord replied, “Is it right for you to be angry about this?” 
 
5 Then Jonah went out to the east side of the city and made a shelter to sit under as he 
waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 And the Lord God arranged for a leafy plant 
to grow there, and soon it spread its broad leaves over Jonah’s head, shading him from the 
sun. This eased his discomfort, and Jonah was very grateful for the plant. 
 
7 But God also arranged for a worm! The next morning at dawn the worm ate through the 
stem of the plant so that it withered away. 8 And as the sun grew hot, God arranged for a 
scorching east wind to blow on Jonah. The sun beat down on his head until he grew faint 
and wished to die. “Death is certainly better than living like this!” he exclaimed. 
 
9 Then God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry because the plant died?” 
 
“Yes,” Jonah retorted, “even angry enough to die!” 
 
10 Then the Lord said, “You feel sorry about the plant, though you did nothing to put it 
there. It came quickly and died quickly. 11 But Nineveh has more than 120,000 people living 
in spiritual darkness, not to mention all the animals. Shouldn’t I feel sorry for such a great 
city?” 
 
Jonah’s Anger caused him to… be tempted by the 7 Baits in the Belly of the Whale… 
 
Walk in the flesh rather than the Spirit! 

Refuse to be used in God’s new thing! 

Runaway from your first call! 

Lose Sight of God’s Love for the Lost! 



Ignore the signs! 

Be More Concerned About Your Own Agenda! 

Let your love grow cold and lose sight of your first love! 

Matt. 12:38-41, The Sign of Jonah 
 
38 One day some teachers of religious law and Pharisees came to Jesus and said, “Teacher, 
we want you to show us a miraculous sign to prove your authority.” 
 

39 But Jesus replied, “Only an evil, adulterous generation would demand a miraculous sign; 
but the only sign I will give them is the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was in 
the belly of the great fish for three days and three nights, so will the Son of Man be in the 
heart of the earth for three days and three nights. 
 

41 “The people of Nineveh will stand up against this generation on judgment day and 
condemn it, for they repented of their sins at the preaching of Jonah. Now someone greater 
than Jonah is here—but you refuse to repent. 
 
In closing, I want you to see something that I believe has been the overarching sermon 
that I have preached for the last 2 years. You and I are just like Jonah, we are on a journey, 
we don’t always understand or see the “relevance” of that journey. We have a hard time 
seeing what God sees.  
 
Like Jonah, we only see what God is doing in the other person, and fail to see what god is 
doing in us. Yet the definition of beauty in… 
 
Is. 52:7, “How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings good 
news, the good news of peace and salvation, the news that the God of Israel reigns!” 
 
…is the very definition of purpose and beauty that you and I are supposed to be like Jesus! 
 
Video - You Make Beautiful Things  
 
Do you see the similarity in Jonah and Jesus? 
 
Jonah wanted to die because of anger and not understanding of what God was doing in 
Ninevah and in Jonah. 
 
Jesus said in the moment before He was arrested, “Not my will, but yours be done!” 
 
The process of beauty, is that we do His will and not our own! 
 
1 Tim. 2:3 & 4, “3…God our Savior, 4 who wants everyone to be saved and understand the 
truth.” 
 
Title Slide - He Makes All Things Beautiful… and He uses you and I to do it! 
 
Pray 


